5 ; a skull from the St. Vincent 'blackfish' fishery in 1969 (Caldwell et al., 1971) ; and at least three sightings and four strandings in Venezuela (Bermúdez-Villapol et al., 2006) . This report documents the first record of this species in the waters around Trinidad and Tobago, the southernmost island nation of the Caribbean archipelago located just north of eastern Venezuela at the mouth of the Orinoco River.
On 19 September 2011, a single small 'blackfish' livestranded at Turtle Beach (11°12'44"N, 60°46'46"W, WGS 1984) within Great Courland Bay on the north-western coast of the island of Tobago (Figure 1) . It was first observed at 09:30h UTC (05:30h local time) milling close to shore in water 1 to 2m deep. As the whale appeared to be struggling to swim, it was attended to by a team from the Department of Natural Resources and the Environment of the Tobago House of Assembly, the Veterinary Diagnostic Unit of the Tobago House of Assembly, a local conservation group (Save Our Sea Turtles), and local fishermen. The team included a wildlife biologist, a veterinary surgeon, and an individual trained for marine mammal stranding response.
The whale was identified as a pygmy killer whale by the species' characteristic dark grey-black body with a narrow, darker cape which dipped shallowly under a tall dorsal fin; a round head with no beak; white lips and chin; a white ventral patch; and moderately long pectoral fins (Jefferson et al., 2008 ; Figure 2 ). There were several white scratches along the body near the face and deep notches on the dorsal fin ( Figure 3 ) which appeared to be old injuries. Brief external and oral examinations revealed no noticeable entanglement, recent injuries, or skin problems. The whale was found to be a female with a total body length of 214cm, suggesting that it was an adult. Dorsal fin height (25cm) and fluke width (58.5cm) were also recorded and several photographs were taken. To reduce stress to the animal, no further data were collected. As the animal was able to swim and Trinidad and Tobago does not currently have the facilities for holding cetaceans for monitoring, the dolphin was refloated into deeper water that same day. After being carried further offshore it followed the rescue boat for several minutes before it dove, resurfaced and was able to swim away unaided. The animal was not re-sighted nor was a pygmy killer whale carcass found subsequent to this incident.
This record is the first confirmed occurrence of this species for Trinidad and Tobago and adds to the body of knowledge on the occurrence and distribution of this species in the Caribbean.
